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Who is Jesus?

“And Jesus went on with his disciples, to the villages of Caesarea

Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, "Who do men say
that I am?" And they told him, "John the Baptist, and others say,
Elijah; and others one of the prophets.” And he asked them, "But
who do you say that I am?" Peter answered him, "You are the
Christ." And he charged them to tell no one about him. And he
began to teach them that the Son of man must suffer many things,
and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes,
and be killed, and after three days rise again.” Mark 8:27-31

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

To answer the question "Who is
Jesus?” in a short meditation seems to be a
monumental task. Many people have tried to
answer this question throughout church and
world history. Jesus is greater than our human
minds and understanding. In this meditation,
we are following a conversation between Jesus and His Disciples
as it is recorded in the Gospel of Mark. Miracles, signs, and heal-
ings from Christ’s earthly ministry are recorded in the Bible. Those
who met him recognized that He was extraordinary. In one Biblical
story, Jesus walks in Cesaria Philippi and the surrounding villages
and asks His Disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” Jesus does
not pose this question because he is curious — He knows what is
in the hearts and minds of people. He was teaching His Disciples
with this question. They replied, “John the Baptist, and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.”

We can find similar answers even today. People heard John the
Baptist’s preaching, which called for repentance of their sins and
for them to turn to God. They experienced prophetic power in the
message. But Herod, his murderer, spread the message that John
the Baptist was resurrected and that is why signs, healings, and
miracles were present. The Pilates and Herods of the world, both
in Jesus’ times and now, try to justify their sins and themselves by
spreading false news. John the Baptist, for example, was in fact
killed, not resurrected. Jesus, however, was resurrected. He is the
resurrection and the life, and whoever believes in Him — though he
dies — shall live. Just as some were led to confuse Jesus’ identity

with John, others were led to confuse him with Elijah. The power
of God was present In Elijah’s life and ministry, so many associ-
ated Jesus’ ministry with the manifestation of the divine power
that Elijah had also experienced. Some believed that Jesus was a
prophet because he revealed mysterious things of the future, but
man in [srael did not recognize that Jesus was more than a prophet
and is the Messiah, the Christ.

In our time, there are many books published, lectures pre-
sented, and films produced about Jesus and his times. Religious
people still believe that He a miracle-doer. Some believe that He
was a religious genius. Others mention His name as a heritage
from the past and an influential figure of Western civilization. But
Jesus is more than all of that; He is the living Lord and Savior
of humankind. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever” (Hebrews 13:8). How did the Disciples come to the
recognition that their Master is the Messiah? When they met Him
they experienced the extraordinary power which Jesus manifested
in healings, miracles, and teachings. When Jesus called them, they
followed Him. Jesus is calling us to be His disciples and follow
Him even today. Do we hear this call? Are we willing to follow
Him and His teaching? The relationship between us and God is
most important one of our lives. For the Disciples it was a close
everyday relationship. Jesus prepared them to remain His faithful
disciples even after His departure to heaven. Their ministry was
to proclaim and to witness about the Gospel and God’s salvation.
Jesus called to Himself those who the heavenly Father destined.
Those who received the gift of faith were able to confess Christ
as the Messiah through the Holy Spirit.

When Jesus further questioned his Disciples and asked them
to give a testimony of their faith, Peter stepped up and said, “You
are the Messiah (Christ).” Peter’s confession of faith is the right
one; he received the revelation of God’s truth about Jesus. After
his confession, Jesus said, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!
For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven” (Matthew 16:17). Peter received the commission from
Christ. His name in Greek, Petros, means “rock.” The church is
built on the testimony of those disciples whose faith is like a rock
and the evil forces cannot be victorious against the Church of Jesus
Christ.

Jesus gave new life and a new name to those who He called.
This new life is connected with Christ, but the source is not of
this world. The flesh and blood will not be able to recognize
Christ. Only with the help and inspiration of the Holy Spirit can
we know who Christ is. The disciples of Christ live in this world
with a heavenly commission: “Go into all the world and proclaim
the good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be
condemned” (Mark 16.:15-16). Who is Jesus? Jesus is the Christ,
the Messiah, Lord and Savior. Yes Jesus is God, who is the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Yours in His Service

Bishop Poznan
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KINGDOMTIDE
Reforming The Lectionary

Reformation Day, the 31st of October, does not fall on
the eve of All Saints Day by coincidence. The Reformers were
Spirit driven to correction of the errors of the Church pertaining
particularly to each person’s eternal destination. The Gospels
convey the fundamental question for humankind: What must I do
to inherit eternal life? Yet, the simple but straightforward answer
of Jesus had long been distorted by the addition of practices and
rituals developed according to proleptic theories, new theologies
without a clear foundation in scripture. These, having evolved
over many years into intolerable excesses, aroused the concern
and the ire of many in the Church and finally broke out in open
challenges. Popular history relates Martin Luther’s 95 Theses
were boldly nailed to the church door in Germany, while at the
same time Ulrich Zwingli in Switzerland was altering the local
church’s mode of preaching and observance of rites and practices,
concerning the eternal resting place for some and fear of hell’s
torment for others.

The Reformed churches’ observance throughout 2013
of the 450th anniversary of the publication of the Heidelberg
Catechism in 1563 occasioned a new look at its answers about
eternal life, built upon the insights offered in the concluding
words of the Apostles’ Creed about “the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body and life everlasting.” (Questions 56-58)
In doing so, consistent with the principle of reformed and always
reforming, what contemporary reform would theology suggest
to the Reformed churches today, with scripturally warranted
insights, for a doctrine concerning the Last Days and its practical
expression in their worship?

Kingdomtide in the Church Year

The season of the Church Year from All Saints Day to
its conclusion on the Festival of the Saints of Christ the King,
preceding Advent and the beginning of a new Church Year,
should be observed separately and, I suggest, called Kingdomtide.
The concept is not a new one. In 1866, the Reformed Church
Publication Board in Philadelphia published a new work, “An
ORDER OF WORSHIP for The REFORMED CHURCH.”
The first word “An” instead of “The” is significant, reflecting
Reformed resistance to prescribed forms and prayers, reflected
even in Calvin’s own practice of proffering a prayer but noting
that the minister might use it as a basis for Spirit-led free prayer.

Its calendar for the Church Year was divided into two
Semesters. The First Semester emphasized the mighty acts of
God: Advent, Christmastide, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Eastertide,
Ascension, and Pentecost. The Second Semester emphasized our
grateful response and redemption. Trinity, Trinity Season, and
Sundays before Advent. Professor Allen O. Miller wrote, “the
church relives the whole life of Jesus in the first half of each
year, and publicly announces her role as his servant people in the
second half. The two halves complement each other, in the way
indicated by the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:19: God was in

Christ (1) reconciling the world to himself; (2) entrusting to us the
ministry of reconciliation. . . . In our time, however, the Christian
calendar offers a perfect outline, both for preaching the meaning
of God’s mighty acts in his Son our Lord and for teaching his
people to participate in the life which God has prepared for us
through him.” That preparation is not only for a life that ends at
death, but also in anticipation of the life everlasting. Thus, in the
four Sundays before Advent, at the end of the Church Year, the
emphasis is on the Christian’s death and eternal life.

Kingdomtide: When We Remember

The specter of death was an omnipresent fact of life among
America’s early settlers as it was in Europe. It threatened all
alike, from the infant to the elderly. Without available medical
treatment, and lacking basic treatment for minor infections, the
large families of the time carried many loved ones to their graves.
Sorrow was an ever present reality and funeral hymns were
known by heart even by the youngest who lost their mothers in
childbirth, fathers in the mine explosions, sisters and brothers
from scarlet fever or typhoid, and new siblings just months or a
few years old. Having loved them so much, who could quickly
forget—or ever? We find them remembered with photos in caskets
and markers in the cemetery visited often. Did not the lands of
the ancients also have their places of remembrance, monumental
tombs or primitive graves with things beside the body that would
be needed in the next life? Oh yes, there would be a next life.

Without endeavoring to cover all the bases, for our purpose
here we will consider three Christian church responses to the
need to remember, All Saints Day, Totenfest and the Festival of
the Saints of Christ the King. Each finds its reflection in the lives
of the churches’ members and the diverse worship practices of
the congregations.

Halloween (All Hallows Evening) precedes All Saints
Day. Today's Halloween colorful traditions pretty up the original
bizarre ways for observance of the eve of All Saints, when the
damned of God reappear in the ugliest and garish forms of the
tormented in Hell (or Purgatory). Such is the lot of the unbeliever
or unfaithful! It bears a chilling reminder to discourage living in
disobedience of God.

All Saints Day, on the first of November, the churches
celebrate the certain salvation of Christ’s followers. This
Reformed view of the saints includes the “poor saints in
Jerusalem” to whom the apostle Paul took the offering for their
relief, and many other saints like the believing patriarchs and
prophets, the martyrs of all the ages, those who left all behind
to follow the Master, and also the humble believers among our
churches’ members, our friends and families. Hopefully, it
would also include us among the saints at the end of our days.
However, Protestant churches do not observe “All Souls Day,”
rejecting the proleptic-based unbiblical concept of Purgatory,
inviting prayers for early release of the souls so the damned may
eventually enter heaven also; nor does it concur in restricting the
term "saints" to only those specially designated by the church, to
whom prayers may be addressed as intercessors with God.

Unfortunately, in iconoclastic American practice, All
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Saints Day is too often totally ignored and observed mostly
by the Episcopal and Roman Catholic churches in America.
The U.S. national Memorial Day in May is set aside to honor
the nation’s military who gave their lives in battle. The national
Veterans’ Day, in November, honors all who served in the armed
forces at any time, and so few bother to show up for the rites.
Instead, too many look on these as the occasions to remember
civilian family and friends, detracting from the purpose of the
days and our indebtedness to those who served.

Totenfest, literally the “Festival of the Dead,” is an import
from by the Evangelical Church of Germany, celebrated on
the last Sunday of the Church Year, just before Advent. Its
theme is less about the Christian’s eternal life and mostly about
remembrance of loved ones. The occasion is still observed on
that day by churches with these roots. Lately, some have changed
the date to coincide with the All Saints Day observance.

The Festival of the Saints of Christ the King is the theme of
the last Sunday of the Church Year. While it focuses upon the final
glorious victory of Christ, Lord of lords and King of kings, when
all things will be reconciled to God, the Christian Church with
wild rejoicing basks in the grandeur of it all because the saints
who follow him share in the victory of the Son’s conquest over
Satan and in the Father’s invitation to join with his Son forever
in the incomprehensible blessings of heaven. It is what the whole
worship of the Church is about, God’s initiative through Christ in
our salvation and the blessings of a faithful response in gratitude.

Kingdomtide — A Lively Hope

I suggest that the Reformed churches urge a reformation
of their Worship Calendar to emphasize the post-Pentecost
Trinity Season and, with a Last Days emphasis, the season of
Kingdomtide at the end of the Church Year. After a year of
reflective contemplation upon the saving works of God and
the Christian’s grateful response, this is a time like no other to
lead church members and others to ask again the decisive old
question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”” When better to
hear again Jesus’ answer, “Seek first the kingdom of God,” and
“Follow me.”

Jesus had spoken many times of the “kingdom of God” and
in parables said “the kingdom of God is like ... .” It is because
he loves all those whom he created that God sent his Son, their
brother, to give his life for them, that they may abide forever with
God in eternal life.

Some old ideas are worth remembering, recycling and res-
toring. Among these is the popular usage of Christmastide, from
Christmas Day to Epiphany, and Eastertide, from Resurrection
Day to Pentecost. Similarly, the use of Kingdomtide from All
Saints Day to Christ the King Sunday offers an appropriate means
to show the jubilant triumphal nature of this final season of the
Church Year, inviting all to join in the Jubilee and get on board
the ship, the Church, with Jesus at the helm. None on board need
fear the Stalker of Souls nor drowning in the flood. Built upon the
Scriptures, the emphasis on Kingdomtide enables the churches
to reflect the total spectrum of the redemptive message of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Albert W. Kovacs

76th Annual Meeting
Calvin Synod Conference
of the United Church of Christ

Held from May 13 to 16, 2014
at Ligonier, PA

The 76th Annual Meeting of the Calvin Synod Conference
of the United Church of Christ was opened with a Divine Worship
Service with Holy Communion at Moriah Chapel of Bethlen
Communities at 9:00 AM.

Participating in the Service were members of the
Conference Council: Rt. Rev. Bela Poznan, Bishop; Rt. Rev.
Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Aux. Bishop; Mr. James Ballas, Synod
Presbyter; Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treasurer; Rev. Stefan M.
Torok, General Secretary. Also participating were the Deans of
the Classes: Rev. Peter L. Toth, Rev. Dr. Jozsef Posta, Rev. Imre
A. Bertalan, Exec. Dir. Bethlen Communities, and Rev. Gabor
Nitsch, Bethlen Communities Chaplain, who prepared the church
and the communion.

A fellowship luncheon was hosted by Bethlen Home in the
Ligonier Room. Following the meal a special presentation was
made by the Rev. Imre A. Bertalan, Executive Director, on the
life and work of the total Bethlen Communities program. Mr.
Michael Walker, Administrator of the Nursing Home, informed
all about its day to day operations. The Rev. Gabor Nitsch gave
a report on the spiritual aspect of the Bethlen Communities
numerous programs.

The Annual Meeting commenced at 1:30 PM in the
meeting room of the Ramada Inn, Ligonier. Before the meeting
officially opened, numerous items relating to the Minutes,
reports, Agenda, and other were distributed to the Delegates of
the Synod Meeting.

Bishop Bela Poznan called the Annual Meeting to order
with a Convening Prayer.

Remembering Faithful Servants: The Synod remembered
the faithful servants of the Lord who have been called home to
be eternally with the Lord, by the Rev. Gabor Nitsch. Bishop
Poznan led the assembly in prayer. Remembered was Zsuzsanna
Szabolcs, wife of the former pastor Kalman Szabolcs.

The session was opened with an address by Mr.James
Ballas, Synod Presbyter.

Bishop Poznan asked Rev. Stefan Torok, General Secretary,
to take the Roll Call of the assembly. The Roll Call showed
the presence of 17 ministers, 15 lay delegates, 2 licensed lay
ministers and 5 alternate delegates, indicating a quorum.

Bishop Poznan, acknowledged the Roll Call and officially
declared the Annual Meeting open.

The Agenda, prepared by the Conference Council, was
distributed in the packets to the delegates. On a motion by Rev.
Jim James, seconded by Rev. Peter L. Toth, the Agenda was
accepted unanimously.

Bishop Poznan asked the Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi to act as
Parliamentarian of the Synod. Introduction of Guests: Bishop
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took time to introduce our special guests, among them: Ms. Csilla
Torok, a seminary student from Hungary who just completed
graduate studies at the Dutch Reformed Seminary in Holland,
Michigan, introduced by Rev. Aron Trufan; and Timea Kerekes,
who is an intern from Hungary at the William Penn Association
and Bethlen Communities, introduced by Mrs. Arlene Csoman.

Bishop Poznan extended the greetings of the Rev. Geoffrey
Black, President of the United Church of Christ, and the Rev.
Kent Siladi, Conference Minister of Connecticut. He also shared
a greeting from the Rev. Chuck Huckaby.

Nominating Committee Report: Mr. James Ballas,
presented two nominees of the Conference Council for positions
on the Nominating Committee, Mrs. Joyce Burjan and Mr. Ernest
Balogh, Class of 2014. .

Bishop’s Report: Bishop Poznan requested Dr. Krasznai
take the Chair for the presentation of his annual report, which
was then delivered. Dr. Csaba Kraszai expressed thanks to the
Bishop for his report. A motion was made by Rev. Albert W.
Kovacs, seconded by Rev. Peter 1. Toth, to receive the report and
refer it to the review committee.

Treasurer’s report: The Rev. Viktor Toth, Synod Treas-
urer, first clarified proper procedures for the guest’s hotel
payments. Preceding his report he extended his thanks to Mrs.
Lisa Toth-Maskarinec, former Treasurer, who actually continued
serving until September, and to Mr. James Ballas, who assisted
in the coordination and transfer of funds. His final report will be
attached to the Minutes.

The printed report was distributed to the delegates, but
the presentation was also made by electronic projection. Many
questions were raised and answered by Rev. Toth. A motion was
made by Rt. Rev. Koloman K. Ludwig, seconded by Rev. Peter
L. Toth, to refer the report to the appropriate committee.

Church and Ministry Committee report: Rt. Rev. Louis
Medgyesi, Chairman of the Church and Ministry Committee
informed the assembly that since they did not have time to review
the previous Minutes they would like an extension of time for the
report. Without objection the request was granted.

Youth Camp Report: Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi reported
that this year's Youth Camp is July 20-26. The theme will be
"In a World of Change." No speakers have been assigned at this
time. This year's camp will be divided into two groups, a younger
and an older group. Registration forms will be distributed to
interested churches.

Rt. Rev. Louis Medgyesi, Co-Camp Director of the Youth
Conference would like the Synod delegates to express their
thanks to Mrs. Kathy Smith for her long dedication and devotion
to the Youth Camp for almost thirty years.

The first day’s session was closed with prayer by Dr. Krasznai
at 5:35 pm.

Wednesday, May 14, 2014

Bishop Poznan called the meeting to order at 9:00 am.,
greeting everyone in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Opening Devotion was offered by Rev. Dr. Mark Horton,
pastor of the Bridgeport United Church of Christ, on Matthew 4:
12-19. Hymn: “I have decided to follow Jesus”

Nominating Committee Report: The Chairperson, Mr.

James Ballas, made an announcement about the nominating
process. No one should make any promises to anyone. The
Committee will meet this evening to consider all interested
parties and will make a final decision.

Who are to be elected? - Calvin Synod Herald editors (2)
English and Hungarian Sections; Two Standing Committees:
Recommendation Committee (2 ministers and 2 lay persons;
Judicial Committee, 5 members (3 ministers and 2 lay people);
30th General Synod of the UCC in 2015. in Cleveland OH. (3).
The morning roll call indicated the presence of 19 ministers, 13
delegates, 3 lay ministers, and 4 alternate delegates. The quorum
was met and the meeting was declared open by the Bishop.

The Minutes of the previous day were distributed to all
delegates, and corrections offered. All suggestions were taken
into consideration and the minutes from the previous day shall
also be corrected.

Motion made by Rt. Rev. K. K. Ludwig, seconded by Rev.
Peter Toth to accept the Standing Rules as printed in the Minutes
of last year’s Synod Meeting..

Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, presiding, asked the Rt. Rev. Bela
Poznan Bishop and Rev. Viktor Toth, to give their reports on
the General Synod of the United Church of Christ held in Long
Beach, CA last year.

Faithful & Welcoming Churches Report: Rev. Dr. Csaba
Krasznai asked the Rt. Rev. K. K. Ludwig to give his report on
the Faithful and Welcoming Churches association. The report
was distributed to delegates. Rt. Rev. K. K. Ludwig promised to
provide an electronic report to be added to these minutes.

Workshop on Prayer: The morning session continued
with a Workshop on Prayer Groups, led by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba
Krasznai and the Rev. Imre A. Bertalan Executive Director of
Bethlen Communities. Rev. Jim James shared the story of a
blond waitress right here in Ligonier, who received the sad news
of being stricken with cancer. After spending some time with
prayer she found out that her cancer was cured. That is the power
of prayer.

The introduction to the workshop was given by Rev.
Bertalan. He stated that the best example of prayer was given to
us by Jesus Himself, who always turned to His father in prayer
to receive power to do His father’s will. Next, Dr. Krasznai
introduced Mr. Albert Frate, Vice Chief Elder of the congregation
and leader of the prayer group at Walton Hills, OH explaining
how it works at their Church. He said, that members at first may
have been intimidated, until they learned to be part of the group
and see the power of prayer as a force in their lives.

Bishop Poznan also welcomed two representatives from
the Cleveland West Side Church, Zsuzsa Daroczy and Judy
Szentkiralyi.

Bethlen Museum and Archives Committee Report, by
Rt. Rev. Koloman K. Ludwig. Yesterday the delegates visited the
new Museum and Archives. It has been a long time coming to
realize this dream. We give thanks to God that with His help it has
become a reality. Rt. Rev. Ludwig stated “I have been interested
in the Bethlen Communities, since I have been a former resident
myself. In the last few years, I have worked hard, gathering
information, some of the pictures I share with you today.” The
package was distributed to the delegates on the progression of
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the history.
Bishop Poznan declared the session of the Assembly closed for
the day at 5:10 pm.

Thursday, Mayl5, 2014
The Meeting was called to order by Bishop Poznan at 9:00 am.

Morning devotions were offered by Rev. John Cardamone
of the Calvin Hungarian Reformed Church of Norwalk, CT, on
Isaiah 61: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”

Roll Call indicated the presence of 17 ministers, 15 deleg-
ates, and 3 lay ministers 4 alternate delegates.

Welcoming Guests:  Mr. Richard Sarosi from the
Walton Hills congregation, also representing the William Penn
Association.

Nominating Committee:
the committee's nominees.

Calvin Synod Herald - Rev. Stefan M. Torok, and Rev.
Jozsef Vasarhelyi - for two years, to coincide with the election of
the next cycle of the Synod's officers.

Church and Ministry Committee: Rev. Viktor Toth as a new
member.

Judicial Committee (2017): Rev. Gabor Nitsch, Chair; Rev.
Peter Toth, Rev. Albert W. Kovacs; Laity, Ms. Jill Pongracz-
Murrell, Mr. Jack Zakhar.

General Synod Representatives: Bishop Poznan, Rev.
Viktor Toth, Rev. Peter L.Toth; Ms. Jill Pongracz-Murrell,
alternate.

Welcoming Guests: A special welcome was extended to
the Rt. Rev. Sandor Szabo, Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed
Church in America, who extended his greetings and best wishes
to the Annual meeting of the Synod on behalf of his fellow
officers and members of the congregation.

Calvin Synod Herald: Mr. Wilburn Roby business
manager. Report will be added to these minutes.

Motion made by Mr. James Ballas, seconded by Rev. Peter Toth
to accept the report and proposed budget by Mr. Wilburn A.
Roby, Jr.

Welcoming Guests: The Bishop extended a welcome to
Mrs. Albinka Bodor, and Rev. Peter Pal Bodor from Sarasota.
FL. Welcome words followed by Rev. Bodor, with thanks for the
prayers of the Synod for several heavy burdens and through your
prayers lifted by the Lord. Rev. Bodor also offered grace.

Committee on Bishop's Report: A motion was made by
Rt. Rev. Koloman K. Ludwig, seconded by Rev. Gabor Nitsch
that the report of the Bishop be accepted, with the stipulation
agreed upon earlier. Motion Passed.

A Motion was made by Rt. Rev. Koloman K. Ludwig,
seconded by Mr. Jack Zakhar, that in the Minutes of the Con-
ference Council, those items that may be harmful or embarrassing
to Calvin Synod in the future should be revised without going
into great detail.

A motion Rt. Rev. Koloman Ludwig, seconded by Rt. Rev.
Bela Poznan, to publish the Synod Minutes as in practice of the
past.

Church and Ministry Committee Initial Report: by
Rev. Albert W. Kovacs

a. To accept Mr. Attila Poznan into Student in Care status.

Mr. James Ballas announced

Motion passed

b. To renew the licensure of Mr. Wilburn A. Roby for one
year, serving the Beaver Falls church. Motion passed.

c. To renew the licensure of Ms. Judith Tobias for one year,
serving the Homestead church.

d. To renew the licensure of Mr. Lehel Deak for one year,
serving the New York church. - Passed.

e. To renew the Standing of the following ministers: Rev.
Imre A. Bertalan, Rev. George Cseh, Rev. Anita Fogarasi, Lt.
Cmdr. Leila Havadtoy-Gomulka, Rev. Chuck, Huckaby, Rev.
Lisa Kerestesi; Rev. Judit Mayer, Rev. Gabor Nitsch, Rev. Istvan
Nyeste, Rev. Gabriella Reibach, Rev. Zsolt Papp. - Passed.

f. Whereas the Rev. Ilona Komjathy has begun a pastorate
in another denomination without prior arrangement and the
consent of the Conference Council, we report that according to
Bylaw Article V, Section 10, her standing in Calvin Synod has
been terminated, and we recommend that it shall not be renewed.

Transylvania Mission Schools: Ms. Gabriella Nadas
made a power point presentation on the long term efforts to open
and support Hungarian Reformed mission schools in Romania,
which was well received.

Introduction of Guests: Special guests were introduced
by Bishop Poznan of William Penn representatives: Ms. Barbara
House, Chairperson, and other members of the Board of
Directors.

Recommendation Committee (continued):
Joseph Gagliardi

Recommendation Number Three: To support Csilla Torok
with a $150 donation. Motion passed...

Finance Committee: Report by Mr. James Ballas, Synod
Presbyter.

1. Recommends the acceptance of the income and expense
report of the treasurer. - Motion passed.

2. The committee would like to thank our treasurer, for his
continued hard work. Motion passed.

3. Point of information: Mr. James Ballas, Synod Treasurer
reported that two audits were done. We received a detailed report
from Ms. Gabriella Nadas, and after examination of our treasury
we found a discrepancy of over $28,000. The auditor is still
working on finding answers. Once the final report is received we
will so inform the Synod.

Church Revitalization and Growth Report: by Rt. Rev.
Dr. Csaba Krasznai.

Atthe June 10, 2012 meeting of Calvin Synod’s Conference
Council the members of the Council established the Vision and
Church Growth Committee. It was requested and approved by
the Calvin Synod Conference.

Members of the Committee are:

1. Rev. Imre A. Bertalan

2. Rev. Viktor Toth

3. Mr. James Ballas

4. Rt. Rev. Bela Poznan

5. Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai

6. Dr. Lee Solomon was invited and elected to be our
advisor and supervisor.

The Committee set two goals, which are:

#1. Each congregation has a functioning prayer group and

by Mr.
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develops their own mission and vision statement within one year.

#2. Provide ways, methods, and materials that will help our
congregations grow in love, spirit, faith, and numbers.

There is a long term process and a short term process.
We should start with the short term planning first in our Calvin
Synod churches. The short term process includes: to start with
the prayer groups in our congregations. In the process of strategic
thinking the next is the mission and vision statement for each
church.

The Church Revitalization and Growth Committee
continues to function to serve the congregations as needed. We
will be available to assist in these tasks. The hope is that the
majority of our Calvin Synod congregations will participate in
this significant work and program, and as we begin the work and
measure the success of the program, more and more churches
will get involved and participate and will see and experience the
fruit of revitalization and growth in their congregations.

I'would like to say thank you to the committee members for
their dedicated and faithful work. May God continue bless our
work and ministry in the life of our Calvin Synod congregations.

Overseas and Home Mission Work: by Rt. Rev. Dr.
Csaba Krasznai.

Overseas Mission Projects:
There were three major overseas mission projects in 2013:

1. In June of 2013 Hungary was warned that it could suffer
its worst floods ever, as record levels were expected from the
surging River Danube, which also inundated parts of Germany,
Austria, and Slovakia. Many people were working to help flood
prevention. Many were evacuated from a number of villages.
Total donation collected was $1,390 to help the flood victims.
The check was presented by Bishop Poznan to the Hungarian
Reformed Church Aid.

2. School Fund is the most successful mission project in the
Calvin Synod coordinated by Ms. Gabriella Nadas. The total
amount collected was $131,869.32.

3. Rev. Peter Bodor donated $3,000 through Calvin Synod
for the church bell for the Reformed Church of Arad-Gai in
Transylvania.

Three new mission support requests were added to the
mission list published in the Calvin Synod Herald:

1. The Szekely Miko Reformed High School in
Sepsiszentgyorgy is asking financial support for their school.

2. The Backamadarasi Kiss Gergely Reformed High School
in Szekelyudvarhely is asking financial support for their school.

3. To support the widow of late Rev. Jeno Katona and his
family.

Home Mission Projects:

The Calvin Synod mission projects are listed in our Calvin Synod
Herald. We encourage our pastors, delegates, and representatives
to review those projects and encourage their congregations to
support them. Mission projects and appeal letters are sent to
our congregations, to the Calvin Synod yahoo group, and to our
official Calvin Synod web site. Committee members respectfully
encourage our congregations and call their attention to read
mission appeal letters and mission projects from the pulpit so our
congregations will be informed and more will be aware of our
mission work and projects.

Elections: Offices and Committee Members.

a. Editors of the Herald: Rev. Torok, Rev. Vasarhelyi. -
Passed.

b. Church and ministry Committee - Rev. Viktor Toth

¢. Recommendation Committee - (members listed)

d. Judicial Committee members - Rev. Gabor G. Nitsch,
Rev. Peter L. Toth, Rev. Albert W. Kovacs; Ms. Jill Pongracz-
Murrell, Mr. Jack Zakhar.

e. General Synod of UCC - Bishop Poznan, Rev. Viktor
Toth, Rev. Peter Toth; Alternate - Jill Pongracz-Murrell

Bishop Poznan closed the meeting for the day, and invited
everyone to the Banquet.

The Annual Banquet of the Calvin Synod Conference was
held at the Bethlen Home. During the evening the following
presentations were made in acknowledgement of faithful and
dedicated works in behalf of the Calvin Synod:

1. Ms. Gabriella Nadas, for her work on the Church School.

2. Mrs. Albinka Bodor, for her selfless and dedicated work as
church organist

3. Mrs. Cathy Paksi, Editorial production, the Calvin Synod
Herald.

Friday, May 16, 2014

Opening Devotional: Conducted jointly between the
Bishop of the Hungarian Reformed Church in America and
Bishop Poznan, Calvin Synod Conference of the United Church
of Christ.

Special Presentations: On behalf of the Church Unity
Task Force, Rev. Imre A. Bertalan laid out some of the events
that are presently held together by the two church bodies.

He also indicated that the Church Unity Task Force at this
time is not looking for organic union, but desires to strengthen
the cooperation of the bodies in the future.

We acknowledge that this is the first occasion that the
Bishop Council of the Hungarian Reformed Church in America,
and the Calvin Synod Conference are together at one meeting.
This in itself is a great step.

Bishop Sandor Szabo introduced the members of the
Bishop’s Council.

In the following, many comments and questions have
been raised by the leaders of both denominations and a healthy
discussion followed.

Unfinished Business: Rev. Vikor Toth indicated that hotel
expenses this year as announced in the invitation to the Synod
will have to be paid to Synod Treasury.

After an exhaustive three days all items being discussed
the meeting was closed with a double benediction by Bishop
Sandor Szabo and Bishop Bela Poznan.

Respectfully,

Rev. Stefan M. Torok
General Secretary
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The Bethlen Home Orphanage opened in July 4, 1921 and closed
its doors July 31, 1978. In those 77 years it was home to over 3,000
orphans. This is the reflection of one orphan who remembers his time in
"The Home".

HUNGARIAN REFORMED
FEDERATION OF AMERICA

- Charitable lnatitution
for Qrphans and Qld folks
——ESTABLISHED IN 1921 =
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The Longest Month of the Year
By Salvatore A. Cosentino
As Uncle Andy's car moved slowly eastward on Church
Street, Aunt Audrey Tamas complained that a specific body
part was killing her. It had been a long drive from Passaic, New
Jersey to the Bethlen Home in Ligonier Pennsylvania. As I sat in
the back seat with my older sister Lillian Ann, younger brother
Ronald, and my cousin Gary, I gazed upon an ivy covered, red
brick building that would be my home for the next six years.

It was Memorial Day Weekend, 1959, and there was an
air of excitement at "The Home". Across Fairfield Street, now
the local YMCA, was Ligonier High School. And preparations
were going on for the graduation ceremonies. In years to come
I would be blessed to be acquainted with a few of the Ligonier
High School, class of 1959 graduates. One became a teacher and
taught algebra at Ligonier High School. Though she had pity on
me with a passing grade, I've always believed that it was due to
my "puppy love" for her, along with several marriage proposals
that year. She "broke my heart" when she married the tall, dashing
history teacher and moved away. Another 1959 graduate was the
older brother of someone who would later become one of my
best friends and fellow football teammate. I was frequently at
their farm in the Bethel Church region of Stahlstown. I was "like
family" and no words can describe the blessing of it.

At The Home there were one or two children who would
soon experience the "Pomp and Circumstance" and move on to
futures unknown. As a then eight-year old, I recall the excited
frivolity of the "older kids". One such young woman, also an
orphan, was Shirley "Pinky" Waugh. She would be parting
company with a best friend from a very fine family in Waterford.
I would later become acquainted with Pinky's best friend via a
good friendship with her daughter. Sadly, Pinky's whereabouts
are unknown even by her family.

For the next six years I would have lots of fun with the
many children that came and went at The Home. Early on one
such "older kid" named Karl Ludwig, from the Chicago area,
provided me and a few other youngsters with the best Christmas

i

surprise [ ever received. As we were being regaled with Christmas
stories in one of the boy's second floor bedrooms overlooking the
backyard on Christmas Eve, with a heavy snow falling, we were
led across the hallway to a front bedroom and told that if we truly
believed in Santa Claus we would find candy and small toys on
the window sill. Sure enough, once opened, our "believing eyes"
beheld the very precious "goodies"". And it had been snowing
so much that no footprints were visible. I am forever grateful for
that moment.

Over the years I enjoyed the friendship of many children at
The Home, Most notably the Harsa twins, Christine and Elaine,
from Carteret NJ, the Kemencei trio of Ferenc, Louis and Maria
from New York City, and the Tisza brothers, Joe and George, also
form New Jersey. Chris and Elaine moved back to New Jersey
to finish high school and look after their ailing father. Louis
Kemencei used to crack us up with his flawed English idioms as
he slowly assimilated to America. As a fan of "world football" he
was quite adept at kicking any ball. He used to kick straight and
true 45 yard field goals down at Weller Field. But he shunned
American football, much to the High school coach's chagrin. For
basketball he practiced many hours in the backyard and he made
the team. But what I most respect of the three of them was their
struggle in getting to America. On a cumbersome Wallensak reel-
to-reel tape recorder, Louie would play sounds of street fighting
in Budapest in 1956. He told us of the deprivations they endured
during that difficult time. He even mentioned places set up to
assist in breast feeding infants called "Anya Tej" (mother's milk).
He was the first and wouldn't be the last to share such stories.
And when I became an "older kid" I had to assist and teach
George Tisza (now Grof-Tisza) in the proper way of cleaning
pots and pans. I can now quip that I "laid the foundation" for his
stellar accomplishments as a husband, dad and Emergency Room
Physician.

Most of the "school year" children spent their summers
back home with their parent(s). But we three Cosentinos stayed
the summer in Ligonier. The one and only plus to that was
Hungarian Summer School. It was the one experience the other
children truly missed out on. It was a BLAST!!! Beginning on
July 1, an army of Hungarian children began arriving. For me it
became a month long vacation without leaving home. The boys'
rooms doubled capacity from four to eight beds. All those new
faces and personalities to feast upon. A Hungarian smorgasbord
of knowledge and experiences. And I would be remiss if I didn't
acknowledge the many very pretty gals to tease and befriend.

Now, I'll admit that I didn't put forth much effort in the
daily Hungarian language and culture classes. My choices in
instruction usually depended on which Hungarian Beauty I
strove to be with that month. One lovely gal remains vivid to me.
I believe it was the summer of 1963, remembering that we were
both twelve years old. Her name was Marika Behr from D.C. She
was a blonde-haired, blue eyed angel who stole my heart. I've
never forgotten her. I hope she has had a blessed life.

When I wasn't tripping all over myself with puppy love, I
was "wreaking havoc" with some of the more mischievous boys.
One such lad was named Ernie, who was in the Marine ROTC
with uniform to match. He organized "night maneuvers" with
two teams of 3 - 4 boys. We would "sneak out" via the ground
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floor boys bathroom window into the adjacent alley. We would
then chase each other all over Ligonier Borough. It was great fun.
Never did a month pass so quickly like a refreshing summer rain
shower, and it was time for graduation ceremonies. I remember
how many locals would turn out to witness the Hungarian
Extravaganza. The brightly colored reds and greens of traditional
Hungarian garb were a sight to behold. Many parents and children
frolicking about taking pictures, making brief acquaintances, and
extending parting best wishes. For me it was a strange feeling.
All the fun was over and the new friends left. Ahead of me lay
the longest 4 - 5 weeks of the year, August hot and humid, spent
mostly alone entertaining myself or playing with my brother. No
more trips to the movies or Ligonier Beach to look forward to.
Oh, how we would scream in unified delight when Rev. Alexander
Daroczy would place one hand on top of the other and twirl his
thumbs to signify a swimming motion. I know it wasn't an easy
task to take 50 - 77 children swimming. But after the hectic pace
the staff endured in July, those who remained needed a month
to recover before the school year children returned. So, like a
clock-watcher on a tedious and mundane job, each August was
the slowest and longest month of the year. Never did a child look
so forward to the start of another school year. But the memories
of Hungarian Summer School more than assuaged the tedium of
August.

If I had to be an orphan with an all Italian name, I am more
than grateful that I'm Hungarian on my mother's side. Though I
go by "Sal", with all the Hungarian love and goodness bestowed
upon me at The Bethlen Home, I am easily in spirit a "Laszlo"
or an "Arpad". And most salient of all was the instruction of The
Gospel of Jesus Christ by dutiful and faithful men and women of
God. Most notably the Rt. Rev. Alexander and Irene Daroczy. As
a Vietnam Veteran, their diligence in expounding Biblical Truth
has sustained me during difficult times. They were heaven-sent
vessels. [ look forward to thanking them in the Kingdom of God.

Salvatore Cosentino was a Bethlen Home resident from 1959 to 1965,
when he graduated from high school in Ligonier, served in the military,
and now makes his home in the area. (Rt.Rev. Karl K. Ludwig)

The Answer is: NO!

There are people who want everything in this very moment.
Waiting patiently is missing from their life, even from their
vocabulary.

A similar condition develops in relation with prayer. You
might want the Lord to answer your prayer now, and solve your
problems, deliver you from your difficult situation. After all
sometimes God seems to be so far away that He could not hear
you. He might be very busy answering other people’s requests.
But you cannot wait. In your opinion God not only has to listen to
you, but He has to answer because there is no unanswered prayer.

God has to take an exception, because you are very busy.
You have to be the next, others could wait for their turn. You have
heard frequently that God always has time for you. You wish to
see that promise fulfilled now. It is simple: you must have access
to the Almighty without any delay.

Yes, many times you have experienced waiting in a long
line at the grocery store, or in many offices, not speaking about

nerve-wracking waiting in the doctor’s office.

You have to create for yourself proper order in everyday
chaos. You have priorities that should be understood and help
you instead of being an irritating obstacle. It happens that when
you have an important appointment, you have to sit in your car
waiting for the drivers ahead of you to start moving. I do not dare
mention the dreaded traffic jams.

You had so many bad experiences that you could expect
a better treatment from a loving God. When you present your
request with proper explanation, you expect a firm "YES" given
by God without hesitation.

In reality, it does not happen exactly that way. Sometimes
the answer to our prayer is not only delayed but simply denied.
Our God knows well when to say NO to our prayer request.

The earthly fathers love their children and they would
sacrifice their own life to save them from life threatening dangers
— still they would discipline them when it is needed. Without
hate but with sincere love they use their authority to give their
children protection and safety. (Watch out crossing the street! —
Drive carefully! — Never be late!)

With our rebellious nature we do not want to accept
"NO" because if our request is denied it might have serious
consequences for us. We do not want to understand that God’s
NO is always in our best interest. We protest because we think we
are and God is not right.

Let us open our Bible to find the answer. Abraham asked
God for Ishmael to have as the son of promise, but God decided
to raise up Isaac (Geneses 17:18)

Moses asked God to allow him to cross the Jordan River
and lead the people into the Promised Land, but God said NO,
and Joshua replaced Moses (Deuteronomy 3:25-28)

David prayed earnestly for his child to live, but God took
his infant to heaven (II. Samuel 12:23) David wanted to build a
magnificent temple for God replacing the tent, but God gave the
task to Solomon (I. Chronicles 28:2-61)

Jonah and Elisha asked God to let them die, but their
request was denied.

The demon possessed man having been healed by Jesus
wanted to follow Him. Jesus refused his request and instructed
him to go and tell to their friends what happened to him.

The Apostle Paul prayed many times for healing from
thorn of the flesh, but the answer was: "My grace is sufficient for
you." (II. Corinth12:4).

When God says NO, we can accept it by faith believing that
"Father knows best." God’s refusal of our request could save us
from unwise choices or unseen dangers. It is not easy to obey God
when you sincerely pray for something and nothing happens.

To rebel against God’s will and insist on our demands
shows our lack of faith. God knows well in advance the outcome
of our insistence and with His loving discipline leads us away
from our foolishness.

When we ask something from God, we may add with
sincere humility: "Not my will but yours be done" (Mate 22:43).

Jesus prayed: "My Father if it is possible, let this cup pass
from me." His asking was not granted, in order to save repentant
sinners including you and me.

Rev. Dr. Zoltan Kiraly
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Mission Trip to Australia

Hungarian Reformed Ministers from Australia who attended
the Diaspora Conference of the North American and Australian
Hungarian Reformed Churches in Niagara Falls in April, 2013
invited me to visit their congregations in Australia to nurture a
good relationship with Calvin Synod and the United Church of
Christ. Since 2000 they have invited many bishops and church
leaders including Bishop Kéalman Csiha, Bishop Laszlo Tokés,
Bishop Lorant Hegeds, Bishop Géza Erdélyi, and Bishop Gustav
Bolcskei. The Hungarian Reformed Church in Australia serves
mostly Hungarian immigrants and is organized into four church
synods. Their worship services are mostly in Hungarian and in
English.

On my visit there this spring, I had the opportunity to preach
and serve Holy Communion on Good Friday at the Hungarian
Reformed Church of Australia, NSW District in Sydney. During
the service I taught a new hymn to the children in the church. 1
had the pleasure of staying with the Kicsi family and enjoyed the
hospitality of a Hungarian Australian family. The next day I vis-
ited the St. Elizabeth Hungarian Nursing Home with Rev. Kund
Peterffy, where I met with the residents, family members, and
staff. On Easter Sunday, I preached and served Holy Communion
along with the pastor, Rev. Csaba Dezsi, in Melbourne, Victoria.
We visited the Arpad Home on Easter Monday and I preached and
served Holy Communion to the residents, guests, and staff. I was
also interviewed by the local Hungarian television station.

The following week was dedicated to the annual ministerial
meeting of the Hungarian Reformed Ministers of Australia on the

Gold Coast. Each minister had the opportunity to lead the morning
devotions. I was asked to lecture and to provide information about
the ministry of Calvin Synod and the United Church of Christ.
We compared our liturgy and our service to our brethren living
in the diaspora, and shared theological issues about our ministry.
Rev. Lorinc Kovacs invited me to preach at his congregation in
Brisbane, Queensland and on the Gold Coast on April 27th. He
also serves as the honorary Consul of Hungary.

The next day we visited the Hungarian Senior Citizen’s Club
and met with the leaders of the Hungarian Freedom Fighters As-
sociation. I greeted them and prayed at their luncheon and program.
I was pleased to meet with Rev. Attila Szabo from Adelaide, So.
Austrialia and to learn about his ministry, congregation, and the
larger Hungarian community. All of the ministers I met in Australia
expressed great respect and appreciation to their mentor, the late
Bishop Kalman Csiha, who encouraged all of them to take their
mission seriously and with the utmost dedication in the Hungarian
communities in Australia.

Overall, I was enriched by my Australian colleagues’ love
and collegiality and I am thankful to their families for their
hospitality. I would like to express my appreciation to Rev. Dr.
James Moos, Executive Minister for Wider Church Ministries
and Co-executive for Global Ministries of the United Church of
Christ, for the generous financial support to make this mission trip
possible. The Australian ministers showed genuine interest in our
lives and ministry in Calvin Synod, UCC. It is my hope that the
relationship between our two church bodies will be strengthened
and nurtured in the future.

Bishop Béla Pozndn

]

With Rev. Lorinc Kovacs Hon. Consul of Hungary
In Brisbane, Queensland

Hungarian Reformed Church
of Australia,
NSW District in Sydney
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Text: "For where two or three are gathered in my name I am
among them." Matthew 18:20

A Communion Otherwise Unknown

All life is meeting,” said the philosopher, Martin Buber.
Happy is the child who has a mother and father who bond with
him or her in the first days of life. Out of that experience of “we
are” the child gains the experience of “I am.”

Jesus, knowing the mind of God, comes to us drawing us
out of our loneness, out of our separateness, into companionship.
We call it the church. The ecclesia, the gathered and assembled
ones, “Where two or three are gathered together . . .” When
church buildings are destroyed by storm, the congregation knows
more deeply the meaning of church—the gathered community.

This sort of meeting, this sort of communion, is difficult to
achieve in our broken world. People seek to find shared caring
with a drink and companionship in “singles” bars. Broken
marriages litter the landscape.

In a play by Gabriel Marcel, “Le Monde Casse” (The
Broken World), each character seeks to break out of loneliness.
Marcel himself writes as a man who after WWI worked with the
Red Cross in search of isolated and lost loved ones. He came to
realize that brokenness is not just the calamity of war but is a part
of our human condition.

Our churches know brokenness as well. Various traumas
sap the life of congregations over the years. But the faithful do
not despair, knowing that when we gather in his name he is in the
midst of us, the divine phoenix lifting us out of the ashes of our
near death experiences.

Are you finding such communion in your congregation?
Let us hope so. The psalmist exalts such a condition: “How
good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters dwell together
in unity.” (Psalm 133:1) The old rabbinic saying went, “If two
sit together and the words of the Law are spoken, the divine
presence rests between them.”

The Christian faith is a social one. Jesus calls us not just
into singular relation with God but into the heart of a covenant
people restored to God’s favor.

Read the New Testament. It knows little of solitary faith.
Jesus called together his disciples. Christian faith requires
gathered community. This is why regular attendance in worship
is vital to community, to know God in the midst of us. The
Hebrew epistle reads, “Neglect not the assembling of yourselves
together, as the manner of some is.” (Hebrews 10725) Irregular
participation in the assembly of worship is an injury to the Body
of Christ.

Our text is from St. Matthew’s gospel. Remember that
St. Matthew’s gospel opens with the promise of a child who is
Immanuel — “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23) That same gospel
closes with the Lord’s promise —“I am with you always even to
the close of the age.” (Matthew 28:20)

We call it Holy Communion because Christians have found
the Lord’s presence to hover about the loaf and the cup. We
see in this sacrament the continuing work of our ascended Lord
beyond his earthly ministry.

James Cleland, former chaplain at Duke University, tells

of returning to his alma mater, Amherst. There a ceremony takes
place at 9:30 p.m. on the eve of baccalaureate. Seniors, capped
and gowned, and accompanied by representative alumni, form a
circle in which stands Amherst’s President, the Dean, along with
the President and Marshall of the Class. Two seniors carry silver
chalices. Then they sing the school song:

Strangers once, we came together,

Sons of a mother wise and true.

Now were bound by ties that cannot sever,

All our whole life through.

And the chalice is passed from hand to hand and each

drinks to the college and to the class.

Cleland asks, “Is it a sacrament?” He answers, “Almost.”
So we gather regularly around the loaf and the cup. This is His
table. He is the host. We are his guests, strangers to each other,
now bound together because of him. Our communion is with
each other and with him. We are bound together in fellowship
with one another under God, in Christ.

Let us then keep the feast. It is the communion made holy
by his presence which offers hope to the world. This is the great
alternative to our loneliness. Here is the Holy Communion that
makes sacred and stable all our other communions.

David B. Bowman

Calvin Synod Homeland and Overseas Mission

USA 1. We encourage our congregations' youngsters to attend the annual
Calvin Synod Summer Youth Camp.

2. Support the Bethlen Communities Heritage Center Museum and Ar-
chives.

TRANSYLVANIA 1. The Szekely Miko Reformed High School in
Sepsiszentgyorgy is asking financial support for their school.

2.The Backamadarasi Kiss Gergely Reformed High School in Székely-
udvarhely is asking financial support for their school.

3. To support the widow of Rev. Jeno Katona and his family.

4. Fund Reformed schools and help poor people in Transylvania via
Transylvania Reformed Assistance Committee (TRAC).

5. Ms. Gabriella Nadas — Donate to School Fund in Kolozsvar.

6. Fund charitable and mission work as requested by Rt. Rev. Istvan
Cstiri in Nagyvarad.

7. Fund request by principal Zsolt Tékés to support the school in
Székelyudvarhely.

8. The Hungarian Reformed Church of Nagykaroly-Kertvaros (Carei) in
Transylvania is asking for donations for their construction project of a
new church building and parsonage. Further info available at the follow-
ing website: http://kertvaros.freewb.hu/

9. The Székelyudvarhely Reformed High School in Transylvania is ask-
ing for for donations for their school building's roof.

UKRAINE 1. Support the Good Samaritan Orphanage and School in
Nagydobrony in their mission work.

2. Support the food pantry named Crumbs for Lazarus to feed the hun-
gary in Csap as requested by Rev. Janos Balogh.

Please send donations to the Calvin Synod Treasurer:
Rev. Viktor Toth
3220 Merril Drive Apt. 37 * Torrance, CA 90503
Tel.: 714-333-5300 — When sending your donation, please write the
name of the Mission in the Memo section of your check.
For more information please contact:
Rt. Rev. Dr. Csaba Krasznai, Homeland and Overseas Mission Coordi-
nator, 14530 Alexander Road, Walton Hills, OH 44146.
Email: revkrasznai@gmail.com —Tel.: 440-221-5334.
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Kicsoda Jézus?
Mark evangéliuma 8:27-31

Kedves Testvéreim!

Szo6lnunk kell az eldzményekrdl, miel6tt az [gét magyaraznank.
Jézus foldi miikodésében ott vannak a csodak
a jelek, és gyogyitasai. Akikkel talalkozott,
megtapasztaltak, hogy O rendkiviili. Az
emberi megérzés és vizsgalddas ennyire
képes. Az Isten dolgait rendkiviilinek tartja.
A textusunkban a tanitvanyok csoportja Jé-
zussal jarja sorba Palesztina, kozelebbrdl Czezarea-Fillipi varost
¢és a kornyez6 falvakat. E varosban és kornyékén jartak Jézus €s
tanitvanyai. Utkozben megkérdezte Jézus a tanitvanyokat: “Kinek
mondanak engem az emberek”’? Jézus nem kivancsisagbol tette fel
a kérdést — O jol tudta mi lakozik az emberben — a tanitvanyokat
tanitotta ezzel a kérdéssel. Es minket is tanit. A tanitvanyok valasza
az volt, amit az emberektol hallottak. Ma is hasonlo valaszokat
hallhatunk az emberektdl.

Kicsoda Jézus? Az elsé emberi valasz az, hogy 6 Kereszteld
Janos. Kereszteld Janos megtérésre hivo prédikaciojat hallottak
az emberek, és megérezték erejét. Herddes a gyilkosa, és 6 az
elsé hirterjesztdje Kereszteld Janos feltamadasanak: “Ez ama
Keresztelo Janos, 6 tamadott fel a halalbol, és ezért miitkodnek
benne az erck.” A pilatusok és herodesek igazolni akarjak
magukat, csalard szandékaikat és blineiket. Azért terjesztenek
megtévesztO hireket. Kereszteld Janost valoban megolték, és 6
nem tamadott fel. Mas is megoletett, de ¢ fel is tAmadott. Jézus
az. “Oa feltamadas és az élet, aki Obenne hisz, ha meghal is él.”

A masodik vélekedés Jézusrol, hogy 6 Illé€s, ami szintén csak
ismeret és az ész vélekedése. A zsidd hagyomany szerint, az idok
végén el kell jonnie Illésnek. Obenne is mitkodtek azok az erdk,
amelyek Jézus cselekedeteit tették hatalmassa. Benne is Istennek
az ereje volt hatalmas, de akik csak a kiilsé dolgokat 1atjak, nem
ismerik fel Isten orszaganak megjelend jelein tul, ki altal cselekszi
mindezeket Jézus.

Némelyek profétanak tartottak 6t, mert csodalatosan
megjelentette a rejtett dolgokat is. De sokan Izraelb6l nem ismerték
fel az 6 meglatogatottsaguknak idejét. Nem ismerték fel a Krisz-
tust. Ezek a vélemények és vélekedések Jézusrol, mar csak részben
hasonlatosak a mai ember vélekedéseihez. Vallasos emberek még
csodatevOnek tartjak 6t, vagy vallasos géniusznak titulaljak. Ma

is sokan emlegetik Szabadité nevét, mint a mult 6rokségét. Pedig
“Jézus Krisztus tegnap és ma és mindoréokké ugyanaz. “Zsid. 13:8
O bar ha tudnak, hogy O ma is é16 és Szabadito Ur.

Jézus tovabbi kérdése a tanitvanyoknak hitvallasra és bizony-
sagtételre ad alkalmat. “'7i pedig kinek mondotok engem ”? Péter
apostol all el és megvallja: “Te vagy a Krisztus. * Ez a hitvallas
az Isten kiildottjének a helyes felismerése. Hogyan jutottak el a
tanitvanyok erre a felismerésre, hogy az 6 Mesteriik Izrael Mes-
siasa. EIObb 6k is, csak valami rendkiviilit tapasztaltak a Vele valo
talalkozaskor. Azt a hatalmat, amit O hordozott, és hivo szavara
otthagytak munkajukat és kovették Ot. Tanitvanyok lettek. Jézustol
tanultak. Mit jelent ez ma? Mi is hagyjuk ott munkankat, csala-
dunkat, feladatainkat? Vannak akiket Jézus elhiv a lelkipasztori
szolgalatra, és mindannyinkat hiv, hogy higgyiink, és tanitvanyai
legytink.

A legfontosabb a viszonyulas Krisztushoz. Ez a kapcsolat a
tanitvanyok idejében egy nagyon kozeli és bensdséges kapcsolat
volt. Egyiitt toltotték a napokat. Jézus készitette fel dket, hogy
ha majd nem lesz testileg kozottiik, Sk akkor is az O kovetdi és
tanitvanyai legyenek, mert éket és minket is erre hiv az Ur. Az §
feladatuk a bizonysagtevés lesz, az utkészités a j6 hir hirdetése. Az
elkészitett aton az Ur jon. Ebben a személyes kapcsolatban tanul
a tanitvany. Jézus hivasa személyvalogatas nélkiili volt. O azokat
hivta magéhoz, akiket az Atya néki adott az O 6rok tanacsvégzése
szerint. Hogyan ismerjiik fel, hogy kit kell hivnunk a Szabaditohoz,
Jézushoz, hogy szolgalataink nem ne kényszeredett és formalis
emberi torekvés és erélkodés legyen csupan.

Pal apostol a Lélek vezetése alatt allé ember volt. O mar
nem jarta az Urral a galileai falvakat. O viszont nyerte az
Ur kijelentését. Péter apostol is csak kijelentés alapjan tudta
megvallani a Szentlélek altal, hogy kicsoda az O Mesteriik.
Gondoljunk, Kereszteld Janosra, aki Jézust keresztelve latja az
egekbdl alaszallo Szentlelket galamb formajaban leszallani, hall-
ja a mennyei szozatot: “Te vagy az én szerelmes Fiam, akiben
és gyonyorkodom. Mk.1:11 De késobb a fogsagban kétkedik.
Kicsoda Jézus? Es elkiild a tanitvanyai koziil kettét ezzel a kérdés-
sel? “Te vagy-e az, aki eljévendd vala, vagy mast varjunk? “Lk.
7:19 Jézus felelete meglepd: “Jelentsétek, Janosnak, amiket hal-
lottatok és lattok. A vakok latnak, és a santak jarnak, a poklosok
megtisztulnak, és a siiketek hallanak, a halottak feltamadnak és a
szegényeknek evangélium hirdettetik. Es boldog, aki én bennem

Folytatas a 14. oldalon
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< Gylilekezeti hirek

LELKIPASZTOR NELKULI GYULEKEZETEK:

* Beaver Falls, PA
e Columbus, OH

* Dayton, OH

e Kalamazoo, MI

CARTERET, NJ
Az Amerikai Magyar
Reformatus egyhdz

, illomanyba keriilt
Erdeklddo lelkipasztorok vegyék fel a kapcsolatot aftornanyoa et

isoiki iroddval: Rt. Rev. Poznan Béla iisnik lelkipasztorai
a puspoki irodaval: . RE€V. Foznan becla puspo Nt ifi. V' ’ h l .J,
79 Birchwood Drive ¢ Fairfield, CT 06430 » 203-259-6392 i “S‘ZS elyi Jozsef
Lorain, OH - Nt. Devecseri Tamas
Julius 14-18 — Biblia Iskola [ N/, Ujj LaszI6 esperessel

és Nt. Szasz Andras
lelkipasztorral

Julius 20-26 — Keresztyén tabor

Passaic, NJ
Augusztus 3 — Uj kenyér

Chicago-Norridge
100. évét tinnepelte

The Hungarian Reformed Church in Hungarian Village,
Columbus, OH - 365 E. Woodrow, corner of Washington,

between S. High/23 & Parsons. UPCOMING EVENTS:

July 19, Saturday — A Taste of Hungary Festival. — Enjoy Ma-
gyar food, music and at 3 PM the Dayton Dancers. For more info
contact Erzsi at 614-738-4415. Also see: www. HungarianRefor-
medChurchOfColumbusOh.org

Kicsoda Jézus — Folytatas a 13. oldalrol

meg nem botrankozik. “Mt. 11-4-6. Ez f6l6ttébb elgondolkodtato.
Jézus nem bizonyitja az O messisi voltat szavakkal, hanem az
Isten orszaganak megjelend jeleit sorolja el, amely valosag volt ott
ahol O megjelent. Péter apostol a hitvallé bizonyséagtételt kijelentés
alapjan nyerte. A Maté evangéliumaban ezt olvassuk ezzel kapc-
solatosan, hogy Péter hitvallastétele utan Jézus ezt mondja néki:
“Boldog vagy Simon Jonanak fia, mert nem test és ver jelentette
ezt meg neked, hanem az én mennyei Atyam. “Mt. 16:17 Es Péter
megbizatast nyert Jézustol, hitbeli megbizatast. Péter gordg neve
Petros-szikla és az ilyen hivok sziklaszilard bizonysagtételén épiil
fel az Anyaszentegyhaz, melyen nem vesz diadalt még a pokol
kapuja sem. Jézus Péternek uj nevet, és Uj életet adott. Ezt az 4j
életet kindlja nekiink is az Ur. Ez az 1j élet, a Krisztusban elrejtett
¢let, és forrdsa mar nem e vilagbol van. Test €s vér és az emberi
értelem nem ismeri fel a Krisztust. A Lélek altal megujitott élet
nem e vilagbol valo. Itt €l ebben a vilagban, de nem 6ncéluan —
mennyei kiildetése van. A tanitvanyokat kiildi Jézus és minket
is — késobb tanitvanyait — ebbe a vilagba misszioi kiildetéssel:
“Elmenvén e széles vilagra, hirdessétek az evangéliumot minden
teremtésnek. Aki hiszen és megkeresztelkedik, tidvozol, aki pedig
nem hiszen, elkarhozik. " Mk. 16:15-16

Az én imadsagom az, hogy, Isten igéje és Szentlelke altal
megragadna a sziviinket, elhagyvan megtévesztd balvanyainkat
és blineinket, Néki szolgalnank, aki a Krisztus az €16 Istennek Fia,
a mi Urunk és Megvaltonk. Amen.

Az Ur és az O népe szolgalataban

Poznan Béla, piispok Kicsengetés a magyar iskolaban
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KMCSSZ Sajtétajékoztato

Kapcsolattarto: Lendvai-Lintner Imre
lendvaimre@aol.com

Erdély Aranykora a New York-i korzet
tavaszi cserkészportyajanak témaja

Aprilis végén a New York korzeti cserkészcsapatok
is megtartottak tavaszi portydjukat a Carmel (NY) melletti
Fahnestock State Park-ban. Osszesen kb. 50 cserkész vett részt
New York, New Jersey és Connecticut allamok csapataibol.

A korzethez egyébként még hozzatartoznak a Bostonban és
Washington DC-ben miikddd csapatok is.

Szombat délutan rogton még megérkezésiinkkor felvertiik
a satrakat, és nem sokkal a felallitas utan el is kezdett esni az esd.
Fat hordtunk az esti tabortlizhz, majd forgdszinpad kovetkezett.
A csapatok mar korabbi korzeti eseményekrdl ismerték egymast,
de Gj csapatot is tidvozolhettek koriikben, mégpedig a connecticuti
Beodray Ferenc Cserkészcsapatot! A connecticuti csapat legtobb
cserkésze szamara ez volt az els6 satorban torténd alvas élménye,
igy nagyon izgatottak voltak mar a kirandulas eldtt.

A keretmese Bethlen Gabor erdélyi fejedelem volt, a
magyaroknak harcolniuk kellett a torokok ellen és megaka-
dalyozni, hogy Erdély a Habsburgokkal 1épjen szovetségre.
Mindezek utan 6rommel zarult a tabor és a tabori zaszlolevonas
utan az alakuld téren egy rovid idére bucsat vettiink
egymastol, hiszen a kovetkezd kihivas a majus végi Fillmore-i
hagyomanyos akadalyverseny lesz a cserkészek szamara, melyen
megmérettetnek a csapatok, és melyre mar egy ideje tart a

Kalvin Zsinat bel- és kiilmisszio

1. Az ,Irgalmas Szamaritdnus” arvahaznak és iskolanak Nagy-
dobronyban, Karpataljan — folyamatos segitség.
2. Csap (Karpatalja) a ,,Morzsakat Lazarnak” ingyenkonyha ta-
mogatasara segitséget kér Balogh Janos lelkipasztor.
3. Nagyvarad — Ft. Cstiri Istvan segély kérése az egészséghaz
szdmara.
4. Nadas Gabriella — Iskola alap.
5. Toékés Zsolt igazgatd kérése a székelyudvarhelyi kollégium
tetd fedésére.
6. A Ligonier-i Bethlen K6z0sség megsegitésére.
7. A Nagykaroly-Kertvarosi (Erdély) Reformatus Egyhazkozség
Uj templom és parokia épitéséhez kér segitséget. Bovebb infor-
maci6 elérhetd: http://kertvaros.freewb.hu/
8. A Székelyudvarhelyi (Erdély) Reformatus High School kér
segitséget az iskola épiilet tetd javitasara.
Kéryjiik ezekre a célokra szives anyagi tamogatdasukat!

Tovabbi tamogatas kéréstikkel forduljanak:

Ft. Dr. Krasznai Csaba plispok-helyetteshez,

14530 Alexander Road, Walton Hills, OH 44146.
E-mail: revkrasznai@gmail.com Tel.: 440-221-5334
Adomanyaikat keérjiik, sziveskedjenek elkiildeni:

Rev. Viktor Toth, Treasurer
3220 Merril Drive Apt. 37 * Torrance, CA 90503
Tel.: 714-333-5300

felkésziilés. Ez egyben egy ujabb remek alkalom, hogy a régi/j
baratok talalkozhassanak!

Komporday Tamas, Dobri Kata, Kérosi Csoma Sandor

Gyakornokok,

New York, NY ¢és Wallingford, CT

KMCSSZ sajtoszolgalata

i

A kirandulas résztvevéi — NY kérzeti portya
2014 junius

Egyszer volt, hol nem volt...
Cserkész regostabor Németorszaghan

Németorszag kozepében, nagyszombaton a feltimadasi
nagymisére magyar népviseletben vonul szaznal is tobb,
magyarul énekld fiatal, majd sonkat, fétt tojast, tormat, kalacsot
vacsoraznak, s hajnalig jarjak a széki, mezd6ségi, moldvai
tancokat. A mult héten immar harminchatodszor rendezték meg
keriileti reg6s nagytaborukat a németorszagi, svajci és ausztriai
magyar cserkészcsapatok. A Kiilfoldi Magyar Cserkészszovetség
L. keriiletének egyik legnagyobb eseményének mar 6nmagaban a
helyszine is igen hangulatos: évtizedek ota egy tliringiai majorban
rendezik meg; a csdppnyi kis falucska, Liitzensommern egész
héten magyar daloktol és néptanclépésektdl hangos.

A hataron tali magyar cserkészetben a hazainal is
hangstlyosabb a magyar hagyomanyok apolasa, s ehhez mérten
nagy szerepet kap a reg0s cserkész, tehat a néphagyomanyainkat
fokozottan 6rz6 cserkész agazat. E tabor ezért ugy épiil fel, hogy
benne a magyarsag néprajzanak valamennyi nagyobb egysége
helyet kapjon. Minden esztendében mas-mas néprajzi tajegység
vagy témakor jelenti a tematikus magot, az idén a népmesék
vilagat jarhattak koriil szamos megkdzelitésben a taborlakok.

A regdstabor résztvevoi
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Trianon
EMLEKEZZUNK HALOTTAINKRA 1917-TOL

1918-as Karolyi idészak jellemzéséhez

Malyusz Elemeér irja: ,,obskurus ujsagirok harcteret keriild
kalandorok, partnélkiili vezérek tortek elére. A dolgozok és a
katonak millioi koziil senki sem rokonszenvezett veliikk, nem
allottak mogottik tomegek, ezek Osztonszertileg idegenkedtek
toliik. Céljukat igy torekvéseik nyilt bevallasaval soha el nem
érhették volna. Csalardsaghoz kellett tehat folyamodniuk. A
tomegek megtévesztése céljabol kerestek egy férfit, kinek neve
megejtden jo hangzast. Igy esett a valasztasuk grof Karolyi
Mihalyra, aki nemcsak elkapraztatta az embereket fejedelmi
vagyonaval, hanem mindenképpen alkalmasnak latszott a neki
kiosztott szerep eljatszasara. Tudtak rdla, hogy szellemileg
erésen korlatolt, onallotlan ember, akinek élete dorbézolasokban
és a kartyaasztal mellett zajlott le. Az ilyen embert konnyti
orrandl fogva vezetni, mert csekély szellemi képessége és
Onhittsége egyarant megakadalyozza annak felismerésében, hogy
csak eszkoz masok kezében. A tomegek félrevezetése végett
takargatjak hibait és minden lehetséges alkalommal igyekeznek
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Wilburn A. Roby Jr.
264 Old Plank Rd.
Butler, PA 16002
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nimbuszba burkolni.” (Mdlyusz Elemér: A voros emigracio. In:
Napkelet, 1931. XVIIL. kotet, 2-3)

1919-ben a kivégzések és a terrorcselekmények fokent Kun
Béla, Pogany Jozsef és Landler Jend tudtaval és utasitasara
torténtek. Ha Romanelli alezredes az olasz katonai misszio
vezetdje tiltakozott a kivégzések miatt, Kun a ,,beliigyekbe valo
beavatkozas” ellen szolt.

Tomeges kivégzéseknél az aldozat egyik szemét kiszurtdk,
s ugy kellett végignéznie tarsai kivégzesét. Gyakran kihuztak az
dldozat nyelvét, de sokszor elfordult, hogy a kinlodo embernek
felmetszették a hasat, és kihuztik a beleit. (Bdlint Istvan Janos:
,.Felakasztjuk mi az Uristent is.” Magyarorszdg szemérmes bolsevik
kronikéja. Demokrata 1997/20, 22-25.)

1919. jin. 7. piinkdsd szombatja. A sopronkdvesdi esemé-
nyek Szamueli el¢ allitottak Schmidt Matyas vasuti pénztarost,
akit azzal vadoltak, hogy tlirte és nem jelentette fel, amikor a
vasutallomas kozelében felszedték a sineket. A 49 éves vasutast
Szamuely rogton kihallgatas nélkiil halalra itélte. Az alla ala
egy rudazokotelet csavartak, és egy kortefara felakasztottak.
Minthogy lélegzeni néha-néha tudott, délelott fel 9-tdl 11 oraig
kinoztak, mig végre meghalt. El6zdleg a fiat kényszeritették,
hogy akassza fel az édesapjat, de az erre nem volt hajlando, s6t
felajanlotta, hogy inkabb meghal az apja helyett. Erre 0ssze-
szurkaltdk, végiil a szemben 1év6 fara 6t is felakasztottak. Ezt
viszont az apjanak kellett végiggyotrodni. Azalatt a fenevadak
szalonnat tizoraiztak. S6t azt mondtak a fiunak, amikor az apja
életéért konyorgott: ,, Felakasztiuk mi az Uristent is.” (Mikl6s
Imre: A magyar vasutassag oknyomoz6 torténelme. Bp. 1937. 526.)

Patakfalvi Anna:
UJ BUZA ZSENGE UNNEPEN

Hosszii utakon elmerengve jdroR,
Az érzelmek szdrnydn hazataldlok,
Hosszii forrd nydrnak,
Fget hevében
Szivemben repdesneR az dsszeqyiilt érzéseR,
Odahaza most folyik az aratds.
Dolgos, szorgos nemzet —
Most Rapja jutalmdt.
Lesz-e kenyere?
Lesz-e mit megegyen?
Asztaldn — az életadd
Kiscipd megsiilve,
Minden Ris hajléRnak,
Békességes eledele.
Uram — irgalmazz!
Uram — [¢gy veliink,
Ehezb gyermekeknek,
Remegd kezébe
Jutass j6 Renyeret!
Kenyér mellé az élet vizébsl
Adj nekik vigaszul.
Uj biiza zsengéje
Hdlaadds legyen.
Add meg ezt Isteniink, add,
Hogy igazdn megérje.
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Sipos Domokos
VAJUDO IDOK KUSZOBEN

Folytatas mult szamunkbol

Egy zajlo tenger volt mar Transsylvania, és 6 még nem
vette a hirt, hogy ¢€lére alljon az aradasnak.

Mi oka lehet Ujlakinak, hogy 6t még itt tartja? Egyébként
az ifjisag csodalatos ereje, mely mindenen at tudja lenditeni
a lelket, nem engedte, hogy sotét toprengésnek adja at magat.
Titkos hite szent volt eldtte, szegénysége nem létére is inkabb
huzta a néphez, mint az uralkodokhoz, de becsvagya, mely, mint
tudat nélkiili nagy er6 feszitette minden porcikdjat, mig egyrészt
a vajda mellett tartoztatta, ahol a hadisiker ranghoz, vagyonhoz
juttatja, masrészt a felzendiilt tomeghez vonzotta, ahol el lehet
érni... Mit? Maga sem tudta, hogy mit.

De kard volt a kezében, er6 a karjaban, fiatalsag a testében,
ész a fejében! Ezek tomboltak, ragtdk a panyvékat, zlgtak,
harsogtak!

El6re, el6re, ki a szazadok Ota rad szoktatott hamokbol.
Hajra! Nincs hatara az akarasnak!

Miként nem lehet bedobni egy kdvet a toba anélkiil, hogy a
megrezdiild vizcseppek mozdulasukat at ne adnak a legtavolabb
fekvé viztomegecskéknek is, akként nem torténhetik semmi
az emberekkel, ami tovabb és tovabb terjedd gyiriizddéssel ne
éreztetné hatasat a tobbi emberre is.

A huszita hullam, mely Csehorszagbol indult el, hol itt,
hol ott vetddott magasra. Hab habra torlédva, hullam hullammal
viaskodva fodrozta az emberiség tiikrét, és az Urnak 1437.
esztendejében Transsylvaniaban tajtékozva kezdték csapdosni a
hatakat.

Ha hite és Ujlaki misztikus akarata nem is kapcsolta volna
Ossze a felzajdult néppel, akkor is éreznie kellett volna Nagy
Antalnak Transsylvaniai tavasz eleji nekiaradasat.

A jobbagyok mar seregekben jartdk az orszagot. A
varmegyék gazdag nemes urai rettenve vitték asszonyukat,
gyermekeiket és arany-eziist marhaikat a varakba. Szerencsés
volt, aki idejében menekiilhetett, mert a porok nem ismertek
kegyelmet. Az Gri hazakat, a védtelen mezdvarosokat tliznek
martalékava tették, a labasjoszagokat elhajtottak, az élelmet
felették, amit nem tudtak magukba rakni, odabb vitték. Es vér
csepegett mar a kaszakrol, mert ahol ellenallasra talaltak, ott
kegyetleniil le6ldostek mindenkit. Még szerencsés volt, aki csak
orrat-fiilét hagyta a markukban.

A bortdl mamoros €s vértdl vadult emberek ugy rohantak
az asszonyfélére, mint a vadallatok. A szép, nemes urasszonyok,
leanyasszonyok halalra becstelenitve keriiltek ki 6leléstikbol.

Tizezrekre ment mar a zendilok szama. A pispoki
egyhazi atok alavetette 6ket. Az Gjsziilotteket nem keresztelték,
a hazasulandokat nem eskették, haldokloknak az utols6 kenetet
nem adtak fel, a megholtakat nem temették el a papok. A hivék
megkeseredett I¢lekkel viselték a stilyos biintetést, de nem tértek
engedelmességre. El6szor le akartak verni, maguk ala akartak
igazni uraikat.

Nem volt egységes terviik, egyforman raboltak, gyilkoltak,
romboltak mindeniitt. Az egyes csapatok élén egy-egy por vagy
koldus nemes allott, aki vagy nagy szajaval, vagy erejével kivalt

a tobbiek koziil, vagy azzal hatott rajuk, hogy a legkegyetlenebb
volt kozottiik. A tlirei Palfia Marton, vajdahazi Nagy Pal, a
plispdk daroci tiszttartdja, tobb ezer embert vezettek a Kiikiillo
vidékieken, a hunyadiakon valami Kardos Janos vezérkedett.

A vezérek titokzatos hirvivoktdl, kik sohasem mondtak,
honnan jonnek, ki kiildi 6ket, parancsokat kaptak, hogy Zolnuk
megyébe, Dés felé nyomuljanak.

Mar sargult az 6szi buza, mikor Szentimrére hiriil hoztak,
hogy a zendiilék Béabolna mellett tdbort vertek és elsancoltak
magukat. Majd az egész szegény nemesség ott volt a jobbagyok
kozott, s fegyverrel akart igazat szerezni XXIII. Janos bulldjanak,
mely a konstanzi zsinaton kelve, felmentette dket a tizedfizetés
alol.

Csaki vajda kemény parancsot adott a megyéknek, hogy
egy szalig allitsak ki katonaikat, 6 maga, az alvajda, bandé¢-
riumokkal, a piispok egy fél bandériummal, Tamasi Janos és Jaksi
Mihaly székely ispanok a székelységgel késziiltek megindulni a
zendiilokre, s a varmegyék nemesei is fegyverre keltek hiitlen
jobbagyaik ellen.

Nagy Antalhoz még mindig nem érkezett meg a hir.

Mar a napot is kitlizték, mikor csapataval neki is indulnia
kellett a szentimrei varbol.

Nagy nyugtalansag szallta meg. Furtonfurt Ujlakit latta
maga el6tt, mintha vadoléan nézne ra, hogy 6 még itt van. Sokszor
jart eszébe, hogy lora kap, s ki a varkapunk neki a vilagnak, de
mindig visszatartotta valami. Ujlaki azt mondta: ,,Vard meg a
hirt, s akkor indulj!”

Indulésra késziilédtek, mikor a vajda szaz pancélos vitézzel
felesége, az alvajdané s leanya: Lépes Anna kisérdjéiil rendelte
Budara.

Az asszonyok konnyl hintdja utra készen allott a
varudvaron, a terhes szekerekre nagy kosarakban és ladakban
hordtdk az eleséget, horddkat borral tele, és finom vereti,
festett ladakat az asszonyok gunyaival. Lépes Anna még ott is
rendezgetett egy ladat. Rendre simitgatta a ruhakat, dragalatos
szép holmikat. Egy viragos, égszinkék barsonyszoknyat teritett
el fehér kezével, arra egyet veres barsonybdl, aztan arannyal
meghanyt szederjes barsonybol vald derekat helyeztetett el. S
aztan ingvallakat, rendre megnézte 6ket, hogy mind ott vannak-e.
Lassak Budan, hogy kicsoda az a Lépes Anna.

Nagy Antal nézte a késziilodést. Nézte-nézte, de nemigen
latta, hogy mi is torténik. A katonak jottek-mentek a varudvaron,
mindenféle idegenek jartak ki s be a varkapun: ligyes-bajos
emberek. Asszonyok rakosgattak a szekereken. Az egész
Osszefolyt szeme eldtt, a kék égen ragyogott a nap, csillogtak,
fénylettek a varfal sziirke, nagy kovei, mint a csurgé méz, édes
szép volt a vilag. A varkapolna felé a kaplan ment, fekete ruhdja,
lecsiiggesztett feje, sovany, atszellemiilt arca 4hitatot lehelt
szerte, s alazatot, szerénységet, tiirelmet, lemondast, a szenvedés
szeretetét prédikalta minden mozdulata.

A hadnagynak eszébe jutott:

,»Nem azért jottem, hogy békességet hozzak e foldre,
hanem hogy fegyvert!”

Mikor a kaplan eléje ért, ahelyett, hogy amint maskor
szokta, lehajtotta volna a fejét az ahitattol, egy pillanatra a talvilag
sejtelmébe martva bele lelkét, most a ragyogd nap felé nézett,
a szabadon cikazo fecskék utan, minden egy tiindokld, zengd,
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kavargo, fesziild6 megmozdulasban tancolt elétte, s az egésznek
a kozepén, mint a megelevenedett aranyban a ragyogo6 dragako,
Lépes Anna fehér arca. Olyan rettentd nagy vagy szallta meg,
atfogni, atmarkolni, magaba olvasztani az egész zeng6 vilagot,
hogy szinte nyilalltak izmai. A varkapolna ajtajan belépett a
kaplan, az elmult kor lemondasa, kiinn a napragyogasban a
hadnagyban vajadott az j vilag embere, az ¢élet akarasa. Ugy allt
ott, mint egy megbivolt. Csaki Laszlo az asszonyokkal diskuralt,
odanézett a hadnagyra, s kialtott neki: — Tiistént kiesik az a két
varosbéka szemed!

Aztan kacagva nézett Lépes Annara. A hadnagy mélyen
elpirult, és megfordult. Nem latta, hogy Lépes Annanak is
langvords lett az arca.

Katonai ko6zé ment, s nagy hangon kezdett nekik
parancsokat osztogatni. Egy vénasszony jott be a varkapun,
fején egy kosar halat hozott, s a konyhak felé tartott. Visszajovet
megallott a katonak kozott, és megszolitotta a hadnagyot.

— Dragalatos szép viragszalam, van a nénének valamije,
ami éppen egy ilyen szép vitéznek valo.

A katonak kacagtak, durva bohosagokat mondtak a vén-
asszonynak, a hadnagy is mulatott a dolgon.

— No, hat lassuk! — mondta a vénasszonynak.

Az egy szép, keskeny aranyszegéllyel kihanyt veres
barsony keszkendcskét vett eld, s a hadnagy elé tartotta. Az
furcsan nézett ra.

— Minek az nékem, néne?

— Jaj, dragasagom! Tudom am én, hogy Budara mész,
egy ilyen deli legénynek kell oda a cifra holmi! Aztan van am

ott még valami! Hirtelen félreallva, hogy csak a hadnagy lassa,
kigdngyolte a keszkendt. Paranyi kartya volt belecsavarva.

A hadnagy megrazkodott. Elvette a kend6t s kivette a
kartyat. Veres tintaval volt rairva:

,,Az test fej utan kivankozik. Babolnan varlak. Valentinus.”

Maga elé meredt, és sokaig allott ott egy helyben. Aztan
felnyergeltette lovat, s felkapott ra. Csak kardja volt az oldalan,
konnyi zeke rajta. Senkinek se sz6lt semmit, mintha csak jaratni
akarna kicsit a lovat. Lekeriilt a Maros mellé. Ott megallott, és
visszanézett a varra. Csak a falakat latta. Az asszonyok hazanak
ablaka sotéten meredt elé a falbol. Nézte-nézte, mintha varna,
hogy egy fej kipillantson rajta. ,,Indulni, indulni!” Nagyot
sohajtott. ,,Menni, menni! Hej, Lépes Anna!”

Itt nem lehet allingalni, nem lehet sokaig nézni azt az
ablakot. Még visszaforditja az embert. Nagyot rantott a zablan, s
nekiforditotta lovat az erdének. Délebédre hiaba vartak a varban.
Csaki vajda nagy harsogva kacagott:

— Elment viragot szedni Annanak az ttra!

De délutan se keriilt elé, a szekerek indulasra készen alltak,
— a hadnagy pedig schol.

A vajda csak kacagott:

— Megszokott Anna eldl!

Az asszonyok azt mondtak, hogy hat majd csak eldkeriil,
majd indulnak holnap. Anna Osszeszoritotta kis erés szajat, s
keményen mondta:

— De mar csak induljunk. Akad még egy hadnagy e mellé
a szaz katona mellé!
Befejezés kovetkezd szamunkban
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SHORT TERM REHABILITATION « LONG TERM CARE
PERSONAL CARE - HOME HEALTH: HOSPICE AND
COMPANION CARE SERVICES AND INDEPENDENT LIVING

We've been caring for our brothers and sisters
since 1921 in a beautiful, rural environment.
We provide loving nursing care, cultural programs,
Hungarian Church Services and on-site Ministry.
Medicaid/Medicare approved facilities.

NYUGDIJAS FALU - OREGEK OTTHONA
IDEIGLENES APOLAS — HOSSZUTAVU APOLAS

1921 6ta gondozzuk magyar testvéreinket szép, dombos,
vidéki kornyezetben. Gondos apolas, rendszeres programok,
magyar nyelvi Istentisztelet és lelkész szolgalat all rendelkezésikre
Medicaid/Medicare igazolt.

Bethlen Communities
125 Kalassay Drive ¢ Ligonier, PA 15658

e-mail: revimre@bethlen.com
phone: 724-238-2235
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Serving families, our heritage & our communities

Since our founding by 13 Hungarian coal companies. Through our network of local
miners in 1886, William Penn Association has branches, we also conduct social events for the
continually fulfilled its mission of providing whole family and charitable programs to assist
financial security to our members and their our neighbors in need.
families, preserving our founders’ ethnic We invite you and your family to help us
heritage and performing charitable and continue our mission by becoming members
benevolent work in our communities. of our Association.
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deferred annuities and IRA’s. Each year, we
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picnic. We provide college scholarship grants Fraternal Life Insurance and Annuities
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or visit us online at www.williampennassociation.org



